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PREFACE. 

I -- 

A Journey to BERE8F0RD-HALL, die SCAT of CHARLES 
COTTON ESQ V the cekdmted. ANGLER !!! 

yiiay y^beX anirresbtiUe 'BUe? 
BERESF0RD-HALL1 tkereia aoxneOnn^ ao duaaumg inita sound, 
OeiaI' it cmnotl^e Bnnrrihfrd 

To anAn^^itia theTALLY-HCof theFOX'H UNTER. 
Asoiilstirrmg NECK anaNECKRACCto the HORSE RACER. 
THE DOWN CHARCE,ioaieCRACK SHOT. 
THE tOHO!ix>thfl COURSER. 
THE RATTLIMC of theRINCS tx>tlic PLY-FISHCR/irTROLLER 
AQowin^ alt the joys these vaiiouB sparta cu]iixna2id.\vhere 
IB one solaLStin^ aa that cf the PEACEFUL ANCUER? the reflec- 
tion (haasna and aooth'a the downhill oflife. v^uildport orl^ 
time hat thai <i*ANGLlNC » coaldroaae the torpid atate of 
mazihood at ei^b^- three? ana^e vA^^en -wc mi^ e]q>eot the stoufc 
eat veten^azi tohe Sana teeth, sans eyea, aaiia taate, sazia every 
thin^ria there one amon^ the aportamen ahove enmnerated 
ihaJt ^wouldleaFahia fire side and eaay chair andpartalce c^ the 
Joys of the CHACE^THERACE-GROUND.THE STUBBLC 
FIELD,lec?ld0ahiit.However,hereia HONEST OLD 
IZAAK WALTON^, own worda upon the subject. 

uv l^Lg eiffh^'lAz;ni^^ea;ro^7nf'ajffe,j^etImZL /6/^«t doth, 

VTkere to?iivl^,BERESFORD-HALL 1 aodthereader muat 
ohaerve this vma^^ntJUentohia adopted son COTTON, in 
the year 1676 Joumeyini^ into a, countiy the moat difficult & 
liazardous that canhe concehred for an a^edman to travel in, 
to aeehia friend, and doobtleaa to ei^oyhia favorite diversion of 
An^n^ in the dali^htMatreazns of the DOVE, carrying with him 
theheM^and dioiceat (^ all earthly hleasin^s, a, contemplative 
inind,ajida.cheeiM disposition, an active andhealtHu] body. 

So heanteooa did the scenery of this deh^tiul spot appear tohnn. 
that, to mehis own words , Ihe pleasantneaa of the nver,nK]«intains, 
and meadows ahotftit, cannotbe descnbedtinaleaa Sir Phihp Sidney^ 
orM? COTTONIB fiihcr were aBve to dolt. 
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WOliam Alexander^ ?. d A . and L . S . w&s Bom &t MndBtone , 
i%prn,10?^1767, Where liia father, MTHerajALexoDder^fbTIawed 
the JDfUsiness of & coaxrhmaker. Afcw of his e&rlier yeKra 
w^epAAsedailhe Grammar school of Maidstone; under 
the Rev? Thomaii Cherry, shxce Heaxl Maaljcr of Merchant 
HD^orb 8chool,in London ;l)rat in 1762, at the age of fif- 
teen, "he quitiedliifl xiaJtive town for the Metropc^s^wfacre 
1ic was sent for inetraction aa an Artiflt . He first stndied 
drawing under MT YfilKam TVor , of Fountain court, Strand,* 
was afterwards plaicedwitli[bbotaan,ihe celebratedLanob 
scape -painter, andTeWf W^ 17 S-tpjccame a student a.t 
the Ror^ral Aca^demy. hi 179 &, Vie was appointed Drau^ts* 
man of the Lmbassv to the Court of China.: and accom ^ 
panied the Earl of Maxiartney toPekm,whereheremain'd 
during the Joomey to the "Northern Pronticr.HeTCtomd 
¥nth the other persons of the Extropean suite in 179+^ JL 
in the followrn^ year married Miss Jane Wo^an, a^laxfy of 
& respectahle &mily in Wales, whom he had the misfortune 
to lose within a short time after his Tnarriajge. hi 1802^ 
received an appointment asIVofessor of Drawing al the 
nev^ formed Royal Mititary College at Oreat'Maxlowj which 
h e quitted 'Mey 2r8^1608 . onheing appointed Asaiatsnt l{ee^ 
per of the Department of .^tiqmties inthe British Mu- 
seum. 

The Drawing which acconq>aaiied Sir George StaunUm*s 
ajccount of the Embassy to China., puhKshedin 1797,wcrB 
alxnost excluaively from his pencQ . In 179S,he published 
Hmr plates of **ViewB of Headlands, lalandB, ^c^takm dnrin^ 
the Voyage to Chiha'J amoismting to ftf^- three in number, 



wmm^m^ 



^ 



and in the same year completed the Dra>vm^ ftom 
MT Daziiel^ alietchea , which illustrated Captain 
Vancouver^ Voya^^e toUie North Pacific Oceaai. 
The productioiie of his pencil also omatnented 
MT Barrow IB Travels in China j quarto, 1804*, as well 
as that gentleman's Voyage to Codrin China, pub= 
hshedin the year 1806. ha 180 5, ^M? Alexander ^3)xib= 
lished ' The Cosbwne of China, ilhistratedinfijr^ 
ei^t coloured En^avm^s , in quarto j accompanied 
hye2g)la2iatorry descriptions ofthe Chinese Manners. 
This v^ork was sow^ell received hy the PwhKc, that 
he was enco"ura^ed tohrin^ out another volume 
on the same subject, comprising a similBar ^uan« 
uty of plates and letter -press. Three Volumes of 
En^avinds fronn the Terra- Cottas andMarblee 
in the British Museum, were published in. 1810,1812, 
and 1815. Doy the 'Bnistees, the Drawings of which 
were executed iDyMTAlexander^ and the Descri|)= 
tions written hjrMT Taylor Combe, the Keeper of 
the Department of Antiquities . Previous to his 
death, MTAlexander; had completed thel>ravnn§s 
of a fourth volume . He died July 2,5"^ 1816, of a 
brain fever at the laouse of his uncle at Rocky 
HiH, near Maidstone, in the county of Kent. 

His remains were interred in the Churchyard 
of Bo^dey, near Maidstone , July, 50^1816, He \ms 
anrum of mild and xmaasumin^ manners , rich in 
thelaiovdedge of Art » and of unsuIKedinte^ty. 

ABMrtrait of Mf Alexander, was drawn lyHJEdridge^ 
andEn4ravedl)y,C.Kcart, but never waa published. 



WALTON ajid COT TON mtlie FISHING HOUSE 



Our 3ires of old est^emd this Kealin^ leaf. 

Sacred Co BaccKuj and his rosy train i 
And msjxr a Coiuitrjr 84{uire and martial chief, 

flare svui^ its virtues nudst a lon^ caanpai^n . 

Methinks I see Charles Cotton, and his friend, 
The modest Walton, from A\i^'ust«'s Town , 

Enter the fishing Hoxise. an hour to spend , 
And by the m^arble table set them dcrwn 

Boy! bring me in. the ju^ of Darby Ale, 
My best Tobacco and my Smoking" Tray. 

The boy obedient brings the rich regale . 
And each assumes his pipe of polishH clay 

Thus siui^ youn^ Cotton, and his wiU^ obeyd. 

And suii^ the fri-riids are 6eat<»<i .it their eaLse, 

They ligli-l tiicir Tares without rhe least parade. 
And ^ive Ihe fragram e to the playful brtcze 

Now cloud on cloud pervades the Fi»hers room. 
The Moreland Ale rich sparkles to the sight. 

They draw frt.-.ji wisdom from the circling gLccnn, 
And deaJ a converse pregna.nt with, delight 

?o when our Piuids inspiration sought . 

They burnt the niisletoe to fume around 
Th' insi'iring vapours gfave a strength to thought 

They deal out lore impressive and profound. 

life thinks I see tiiem with thjB mental eye , 
I hear their lessons with attentioii^S ear.; 

Of early fishing with the Summer fly , 
And many a pleasing tale to Anglers dear 

The while they diaw from the inspiring we»d. 

Th^y boast n charm tlie i>moke^r oKns suprcnie. 
Arid now diverted with the poUsh'd reed , 

Fore^.o the 'little Kish House by the stream" 

Tho this be fancy, still it serves to show 

That vrisdoniB sun^ have lovd Colonlbia's pride. 

And shall, while waters round our Islaxidis fJo-w. 
Tho' fools and fops its healing breath deride 

Memry still hold me in her higli est^enx, 
Tot lonely setting when the days decline , 

Vismns sublime, before my fancy gleam, 
And noli ideas I'rom. her stores combine. 
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